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SPRING INTO SUMMER SAFELY!

As the weather warms up, there will be more people out walking, riding bikes an
trips. With the increase in different modes of travel, comes an increased risk for
Delaware’s fatal and injury crash statistics show that we have particular reasonto be g
aboutthe number of injuries to childrenwho ride bicycles without helmets and fataliies ir
pedestrians of allages.

Every year since 1994, the percentage of children between 0-15 years old, i
bicycle crashes has been between 39-51%. The number of pedestrianskilled in
crashes nearly doubled from 12in 1999 to 22 in 2000. More than halfinvolved alcol
often on the part of the pedestrian.

The Delaware Office of Highway Safety wants to help you move into summer s
offering the following tips:

Bicyclists (adults and children) should always wear a helmet. Infact, it's the law
underthe age of 16inthis state. Make sure to buy a helmetwhich has either a Snell
Foundation or ANSI label on it, and is the appropriate size. Helmets should be

H t set to participate in this year's
. Uﬁ/\? IS Up America Week activities
Fieatween May 21 - 28. The Office of
Oﬂ‘@ﬁ Safety is already planning to
VANGwo child safety seat checks that
week, one in New Castle County and
NjieBkier in Sussex, and is also working
Delavdaras for a public awareness event
othatosill focus specifically on seatbelt
use. In addition, law enforcement will
iy play an important role in educating
the public while enforcing Delaware’s
09'(1. Restraint Law.
M %}Txchers, business owners, fire
éa s and corporate safety
e

_%?é%

il

ntatives all have an opportunity

directly on top of the head, so that it doesn't sit too far forward or back, and the chigsiiaRicipate in Buckle Up America

should be fastened snugly but comfortably.

Pedestrians should always cross at an intersection or crosswalk when one is
Stop at the curb or edge of the road and look left, right and then left again before prc
Continue to watch for traffic while crossing, until you have safely reached the oth
Wear reflective tape on clothing or carry a flashlightin order to be seenin low light cor]
Do notallow children under the age of nine to cross the street alone until they can do
Teach older children to use sidewalks or walk far off the road facing traffic when or
available. And neverwalk after drinking alcohol. Alcoholimpairs your judgement
cause you to underestimate a vehicle’s speed and underestimate its distance.

By following these simple safety tips, you'll be able to spring into summer safely!

FY 2002 Grants - Important Dates!

By the time you read this newsletter, the date for submitting your FY 2002 highway s
grant application will have just passed (Apri80Below, we're reminding you of other
important dates in the grant process; please mark them on your calendar.

TheGrant Review Committeewill meet onMay 14, 15 and 18 All agencies and

Week. Consider the following ideas:
azilalet a seatbelt survey on your
cgedings. Reward those who buckle
bugideith Smartees candy. Ask for a
dileeker to come in and talk about the
stemgiance of seatbelt and child
RSNt use; consider contacting your
n@% police department or hospital
trauma program to ask for their help.
Display safety brochures and posters
in your breakroom or lunchroom
(contact the Office of Highway Safety
for limited quantities). Use your public
address system to read seatbelt safety
messages in the morning or before a
et change.
Buckle Up America Week is a
national event designed to emphasize
the importance of seatbelt use. Italso

individuals submitting grant applications will be contacted and asked to give an oral presentafigils on Memorial Day, the traditional

regarding their proposals on one of these days.

Every agency/individual submitting a grant proposal will be notified no lateiuhan
30" whether the project has been approved or denied.

Pre-award meetingdor approved FY 2002 grantees will be held in September.

start to the busy summer season. Let’s
start this summer off safely and
encourage everyone to buckle up,
every time they get into a vehicle.
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Message From the Director

Highway safety is a high energy, dynamic business. One day we're focusing on strategies to increase the number of in
wearing seatbelts, and the next we're working to reduce an increase in pedestrian fatalities through public awarenesslacti
coalition building. In this edition of the First State Road Scholar, we've decided to highlight those two topics in 2oticiase

extremely timely.

You've probably already read our headline article about transportation safety tips for spring and early summet covére fr
Seeing an alarming trend, OHS is increasing its efforts to prevent pedestrian fatalities in our state. In 2000, thpedestyEmsf
killed in motor vehicle crashes was nearly double the number killed in 1999. Unfortunately as of kMa@di38even people

have already died as pedestrians.

OHS is working with the Delaware State Palice, state Department of Transportation and the Rt. 40 Alliance omalsierie
awareness and enforcement activities to reduce lives lost on our roads in pedestrian crashes.
Additionally, lack of seatbelt use in fatal crashes statewide continues to be of primary importance. Only foundifAdadl3
killed as occupants in vehicle crashes between January 1 and April 2, 2001 were wearing seatbelts. That means 13, or ]

not.

To reach those who don't think wearing a seatbelt will make a difference, we're starting a new feature on our Obi®iwe
our newsletter. We're highlighting stories of local seatbelt survivors, those who credit wearing a seatbelt with savngdeeaih 1

or serious injury in a crash.

Luckily there is no shortage of such stories available to us. In fact, our OHS office can boast three seatbdit sangeors
and each of our Community Traffic Safety Program Coordinators make it an even six! We hope their personal exg
will serve as dramatic examples and inspire others to buckle up on every trip.

While our focus next month may change, we'll still be working to make Delaware roads safer for all who travel o

and to make the First State st ifh Safety.

Tricia Roberts
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Legislative Update

The Office of Highway Safety continues to advocate for the
passage of several very important highway safety bills currently
before the Delaware General Assembly. House Bill 19, which
would make failure to wear a seatbelt a primary offense, passed
the House by a vote of 30-11 on March 27™. As of press time the
bill had not yet been assigned to a Senate subcommittee. Any-
one interested in becoming more involved in efforts to pass HB
19 should contact Buckle Up Delaware Coordinator, Ginny
Corrigan, RN at (302) 622-8069.

House Bill 53, which would lower the state’s legal Blood Al-
cohol Content from .10 to .08 passed unanimously in the House
on March 13th, and has been assigned to the Senate Judiciary
Committee, chaired by Senate Pro-Tempore Thomas Sharp.
Delaware’s MADD chapter is working vigorously to see that
this bill makes it to the Governor’s desk this year. MADD can
be reached at (302) 853-6233.

Bills relating to the possession of open containers of alcohol
in vehicles, and stricter penalties for repeat DUI offenders are
currently being drafted.

Delaware’s legislative session ends June 30". In the next
Road Scholar, due out in August, we will tell you how highway
safety related legislation fared in our General Assembly.

Calendar of Events

May - Trauma Awareness Month, Motorcycle
Safety Month, National Bike Month

May 7 - 11 - NHTSA Alcohol Assessment
May 5 - 12 - National SAFE KIDS Week
May 6 - New Castle County SAFE KIDS Day
May 14, 15, 18 - Grant Review Committee
May 13 - 20 National Emergency Services
Week

May 21 - 28 Buckle Up America Week,
Operation ABC Mobilization

June 30 - End of 14Leneral Assembly
June 2 -6 Childhood Injury Prevention
Conference, Indianapolis

June 16 - Kent County SAFE KIDS Day,
Brecknock Park, Camden

June 20 - SAFE KIDS Childhood Injury
Prevention Conference - Modern Maturity
Center, Dover

June 26 - 29 - NHTSA 4 -day Child Passengegr

Safety Technician Training Course State Fire
School, Dover

July 1 - 4 NHTSA You Drink & Drive, You
Lose Mobilization
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Seatbelt Survivors!
The First State Road Scholar is starting a new feature in this issue. Every quarter we will highlight the story of ara individ
who has been involved in a motor vehicle crash and believes he/she was saved from death or more serious injuries becaus
she chose to wear a seatbelt. To kick off this series I, as this publication’s editor, chose to tell my own storyidaty, nirpn
crash occurred during National Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week.

I've always believed it's important to wear a seatbelt. But | never thought I'd be able to share first-hand exgesehog/on
importantitis.

| confess that until | went to work for the Office of Highway Safety as the Community Relations Officer, | was a fatHette s
user. I'd generally wear it while driving, but not always as a front seat passenger, and rarely as a backseat passenger.

But when | started working for OHS, | read stacks of statistics about the benefits of wearing seatbelts, and heastiieasnsmof
police, doctors and nurses about the devastating injuries they had seen in people who weren't buckled up. It watattesh that | s
wearing it full-time no matter where | sat. Whether driving down a highway or through shopping center parking lotsnahsittiogt
seat or the back, | buckled up.

And on the morning of February12001, | was really glad that | was. | was on my way to work, and as | came to an intersection
just west of what's known as the 5-points area in Lewes, Delaware, | saw that my light was green.

| thought it was my lucky day since that light is almost never green when | getto it. | proceeded to head stghighethreen
light, when all of a sudden I heard a crunch, and felt a solid jolt as a car slammed into the left front end of my 1B@nad=d0ic.

| never saw the other person coming. | heard the crunch, felt the jolt, heard tires squeal, and felt helplessaasdmyecar w
diagonally off to the right, and over the median separating the east and westbound lanes of Rt. 9.

At that point | was able to snap out of my shock and yanked the steering wheel to the right just in time to avamdideacinging
traffic. However, | still managed to sideswipe a vehicle sitting in the left turn lane, just over the median. Luckibpk offigome of its
paint and was happy that the driver wasn't injured.

My car came to a stop on top of the median. Shaken, | reached for my cell phone to dial 911. The phone was iniohyvpasse wh
now upside down on the floor in the passenger side of the vehicle. Others who had seen the crash also dialed 91 aade polic
quickly.

| realized that my head and my knee hurt, but | wasn’t bleeding. | had bumped my head on the inside of the doortfiarothehen
car hit me. | have no idea where I hit my knee, but when | looked, there wasn't even a little scrape.

| was very lucky. My car wasn't so fortunate. According to witnesses, the driver of the vehicle that hit mine westoppmahd
traffic and through the red light. And although neither of us was going very fast, my car sustained $6,000 dollars wagth of dam

As | climbed out of my car, | saw my bumper laying a few feet away from my car. My front end was crunched in, thete was fl
leaking onto the roadway, another piece of my car was laying in the middle of the eastbound roadway and my left reaelquasger pa
smashed in.

The officer at the scene said the driver of the vehicle that hit mine had broken his leg. 1 don’t know if he hada, sedtibehade
me think about what could have happened to me if | hadn’'t had mine on.

The impact of the crash was violent enough to make the items sitting on my front passenger seat flip upside dowtharftbland i
and for me to bump my head on the inside of the door frame. If | hadn’t been buckled up, there is no doubt in my nouid theaae w
had a head injury from cracking my head on the driver’s side window, or both a head and spinal injury from the force loémy head
driven sharply up into the frame of the door.

It wasn't just luck that spared me from being seriously hurt in this crash. It was my firm decision to always buatdelttiyatedid
it. 1 was an advocate for seatbelt use before...now I'm a survivor because of it!



Results of Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week

In the span of only one week, Delaware police officers had to cite 176 drivers for failing to restrain and/or propeiig restrain
childrenriding intheir vehicles. This startling statistic came from results gathered at child restraint checkpoirddsanantiethree
state and local police agencies during Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week (Feb. 11- 17). This special week is designed to
promote safe methods of travel for all children, and especially the correct and consistent use of child safety seats.

Additionally, during four free car seat check events held throughout Delaware that week, Child Passenger Safetyalgzhnician
found that 99 out of 117 (or 85%) car seats they inspected were improperly installed. The 85% misuse rate seersatthe checksi
consistentwith the current statewide misuse rate.

“We can see both the good and the bad in these numbers,” said Occupant Protection Coordinator Jana Simpleg tti's disturb
find nearly 300 children in our state either completely orimproperly restrained. However, through our car seat cheakéate were
personally correct the unsafe behaviors, and through our enforcement efforts, we either fixed the problem or atddagttaised th
awareness among the public that it's not okay to have your children unrestrained or improperly buckled up.”

Statistics from enforcement efforts also show that officers issued 275 tickets for other traffic violations, anudisitd&siled
written assessments for not wearing their own seatbelts.

A new activity that OHS staff members coordinated this year, was the distribution of an infant car seat to thefmsttedmh
Delaware hospital during Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week. The program was not based onfinancial need, butwas av
promote this national effort. Participating hospitals included Bayhealth Kent Genera
Hospital, Bayhealth Milford Memorial Hospital, Beebe Medical Center, Christiana
Nanticoke Hospital, and St. Francis Hospital.

The correct use of child safety seats is estimated to reduce the risk of death b
infants, and 54% for toddlers. Inthe last six years, 18 children under the age of 9
been killed and another 4-thousand injured in Delaware motor vehicle crashes.

For more information on the Office of Highway Safety’s Child Passenger Safe g
program or for a list of upcoming car seat checks, call (302) 744-2740 or accessaidlipant Prlon Coordlnator Jana Simpler

stat shows new mom, Kirsten Johnson of Newark, where
website at W, e'de'US/hlghway' to place her daughter’s retainer clip
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